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1. ON SUFRACE LABOR SITUATION IN BAHRAIN QUIEOIY MOMENT. 

ALBA NOW BACK TO REGULAR EIGHT HOUR SHIFTS, ALTHOUGH 
APPROXIMATELY 300 OF 2,100 BAHRAINI WORKERS HAVE NOT 
RETURNED. (ALBA WAS ABLE TO SHOW RECORD PRODUCTION DURING 
PERIOD OF 12 HOURS SHIFTS.) WE UNDERSTAND ALBA NOT REPEAT 
NOT PLANNING TO ENFORCE THREAT TO TERMINATE ALL WORKERS 
WHO DID NOT RETURN BY JUNE 22 BUT DOES PLAN TO FIRE 81 

OF THE STRIKERS WHOM ALBA CONSIDERS SECURITY RISKS. 

2. AS TO ISSUES INVOLVED, KNOWLEDGEABLE WESTERN OBSERVER 
WITH ANOTHER COMPANY IN BAHRAIN TELLS US MOST OF ALBA STRIKERS 
DEMANDS WERE BREAD AND BUTTER ISSUES WHICH ALBA INDICATED 
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IT WOULD CONSIDER SYMPATHETICALLY. STRIKERS, HOWEVER, ALSO 
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DEMANDED DE FACTO RECOGNITION OF AN ALBA LABOR UNION, AND 
ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM GOB, ALBA TOOK TOUGH LINE ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER EBRAHIM AL- KHALIFA IS REPORTED ON 
HIS OWN RECOGNIZANCE UNTIL HE CAN BE BROUGHT TO COURT. 

FOUR OTHERS REMAIN IN CUSTODY. GOVT WAS ABLE TO DELAY FURTHER 
DISCUSSION ON SUBJECT UNTIL CLOSED MEETING OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
JUNE 23. IF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS INTEND TO PURSUE LABOR 
MATTERS TO ANY CONCLUSION, THEY MUST ACT BEFORE SUMMER RECESS 
NEXT WEEK. (UNLESS HIGHLY UNLIKELY EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
CALLED.) 

4. AS DISQUIETING SIDELIGHT, SHAIKH MOHAMMED BIN SULMAN, 
CONSERVATIVE BROTHER OF AMIR AND PRIMIN WHO HOLDS NO OFFICIAL 
POST IN GOVT., ADDRESSED STRIKING WORKERS SEVERAL TIMES DURING 
DISPUTE. ON ONE OCCASION, ACCORDING TO UNCONFIRMED REPORTS, 

HE PROMISED TO SUPPORT WORKERS IN THEIR DEMANDS. SHAIKH 
MOHAMMED IS KNOWN FOR CRITICZING BROTHERS FOR NOT TAKING 
STRONG ENOUGH STAND AGAINST WORKERS. IF HIS DESIRE TO GAIN 
ATTENTION AND PARTICIPATE IN COUNTRY'S DECISION MAKING HAS LEAD 
HIM TO SUPPORT THIS CAUSE, IT COULD BE ANOTHER THORN IN SIDE 

OF RULING FAMILY. 

5. WHILE WORK STOPPAGES HAVE SUBSIDED FOR MOMENT, WE UNDER- 
STAND GULF AVIATION WORKERS "REPRESENTATIVE 1 ' HAS SENT LETTER 
TO AUTHORITIES THREATENING STRIKE THERE IN TWO WEEKS IF ALL 
ALBA STRIKERS NOT REINSTATED. SINCE ALBA PRESENTLY NOT 
PLANNING TO TAKE HARD-CORE "TROUBLEMAKERS" BACK, ANOTHER 
CONFRONTATION MAY BE IN THE WORKS. 

TWINAM 
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